greeningtheislands.net goes live: discover our new app
To respond to the need to gather together as many small islands around the world as possible on the theme
of innovation, greeningtheislands.net is being launched. The newly launched app helps promote best
practice from islands that are leading the way as laboratories in the fight against climate change.
With this new platform, the discussions at Greening the Islands are going digital to trigger ongoing exchange
about best practices that can be replicated in many locations and to reach even the furthest islands and
remote locations.
The new digital platform, with its thematic forums, webinar and online conferences, will act as an
accelerator by encouraging dialogue between manufacturers of sustainable technologies that can applied to
small islands, island administrations, institutions, media partners supporting climate causes and – last but
not least – investors. Through the app, for example, a local government may ask for a second opinion on its
environmental plan or input from peers on a tender for a sustainable project; a manufacturer might share a
video about its latest innovative solution or a project implemented in an island setting.
Initially, Greening the Islands Net will be open to all those participating in its international conferences (Gran
Canaria 2016, Malta 2015, Pantelleria 2014). Further on, other ways will be explored to develop this digital
workspace for environmental protection in all islands and remote locations.
Gianni Chianetta scientific direction of Greening the Islands, stated: “After years working to implement
energy and environmental projects as well as scientific and networking initiatives like Greening the Islands,
I feel the time has come to find a fast, ongoing process to spread the word about the most innovative
solutions to as many islands as possible. Greening the Islands Net will be a highly selected community of
companies investing in innovation, governments, institutions, media players and leading investors. Just
as with Greening the Islands, we will work to have constructive and high quality debate as a way to sustain
interest, creating and stimulating virtual working groups on specific themes that will allow participants to
exchange opinions, technical and scientific documents, regulations, and so on.”
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Appeal from Greening the Islands conference:
it’s time for action… and here are the examples to follow

The third Greening the Islands conference heard a clear appeal from island administrations and populations who today are on the front line in facing both climate change and rising migrant flows: time has
run out and institutions at an international level must recognise take rapid action and support technological innovation.
The conference, which convened in December 2016 on the Canary Islands, was encouraged by the fact
that many islands are already laying out pathways to a future of 100% renewables: 9 countries, more
than 50 cities and towns, 52 regions, which together represent 55.3 million people will be running totally on renewable energy sources in coming years. And the numbers are growing as new examples
emerge: El Hierro, Fuerteventura, La Graciosa among the Canary Islands; Pellworm in Germany, South
Korea’s Jeju Island, São Miguel in the Azores, Gotland in Sweden, the Maldives and Samoa.
Adrián Mendoza, deputy minister for energy and trade of the Regional Government of the Canary Islands,
commented: “Islands’ natural resources are an important element, but so is technological innovation. For
us it’s such a crucial issue that we’re working to get the European Union to recognise that islands are natural laboratories for developing projects that spread renewable energy and sustainable policies.”
The event also saw the announcement of the second edition of the Greening the Islands Awards,
which recognized innovative projects that can be easily replicated on other islands and have a greater
impact on emissions reductions.
Ta’u, one of the islands of American Samoa with just 600 inhabitants, won the award in the Energy
category. The “Ta’u island microgrid” project, which involves Tesla and was implemented within just
one year from start to finish, will meet 100% of Ta’u’s energy demand.
The award in the Water sector went to Malta’s “Water Conservation and Awareness Centre”. The facility will be an interactive museum to help inform residents and tourists about the importance of water
resources and, given the lack of water on the island, smart management both in domestic and agricultural uses.
In the Mobility category, the award was given to the “Replacement of police motorbikes” project, an
initiative by the Italian town of Rapallo, in Liguria, which is replacing its local police motorbikes model
Zero S motorbikes by US producer Zero Motorcycles.
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Economic sustainability is key to unlocking islands’ green ambitions, IRENA says

Two constraints stand out as the main barriers standing in the way of islands that want to go green,
according to the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA): firstly the difficulty to breaking away
from imported fossil fuel with relatively small-scale renewable projects; and secondly, the economic
feasibility of ambitious proposals in small or remote locations.
Focusing on these challenges are not intended to discourage islands from going green but rather to
make sure we can match ambition with reality and offer the support needed to make decarbonisation
goals achievable. The findings emerged from a meeting held by IRENA in January to provide Small Island Developing States (SIDS) with an update on its SIDS Lighthouses Initiative.
“Project size and scalability are key constraints for financing renewable energy projects in SIDS,” explained Jennifer DeCesaro, IRENA Senior Programme Officer focusing on SIDS. “Perceived risks undermine private sector finance and many islands have to rely on public funds and development assistance
to expand the use of renewable energy. More than that, limited technical skills and regulatory schemes
often act as barriers to the development of renewable energy resources.”
For example, grid integration of variable renewables and the priority of keeping the lights on often
emerges as a key point of discussion between government and utility operators. Yet a recent study for
Barbados showed a 76% renewable generation share there would be technically and economically feasible.
IRENA has developed Quickscan to help islands assess their ability to deploy renewables around seven
critical elements: institutional framework, knowledge base, planning, financing, deployment, capacity
building and co-operation. The 38 assessments carried out so far point out capacity building and bankability of project proposals as issues in most cases.
“If we’re going to make SIDS sustainable, we need to make sure their projects are economically sustainable first,” said DeCesaro.
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Hawaiian Electric (HECO) has raised the stakes in its
goal to go 100% renewable, bringing forward by five
years its target to be free of fossil fuels to 2045.

Hawaii doubles down on
renewables and brings
forward its fossil-free
target by 5 years

To accelerate its Power Supply Improvement
Plan (PSIP), the company will add an additional
360MW of utility-scale solar PV and 157MW of
wind while it will achieve a 115MW saving from
demand response by 2040. HECO, which aims to
provide 48% renewable power already by 2020, is
looking to resource demand management, energy
storage and biofuels to break free from fossil fuels.

The new plan has come in the wake of a decision by the island’s energy authority to reject a $4.3 billion
bid to buy HECO, a transaction that hinged on the construction of a terminal for importing liquefied
natural gas to the Pacific islands. The regulator determined that the takeover of HECO was not in the
public interest with respect to five areas – one of which was clean energy commitments.
Rooftop solar is a key component in the accelerated plan, with an estimated 165,000 home solar systems forecasted to be connected to the grid by 2030, more than doubling the current 79,000 systems
installed. To get the ball rolling, the utility recently issued a request for information (RFI) to start the development conversation with developers.

PRISMI project brings together Mediterranean islands in evaluating potential of
renewables
Mediterranean islands looking to transition to low-carbon energy systems will benefit from a new initiative that
will help them plan cost-effective pathways taking into consideration the local contexts of five different islands.
“Promoting RES Integration for Smart Mediterranean Islands” (PRISMI) is developing a toolkit for assessing the energy potential of renewable energy sources and supporting techno-economic feasibility
studies. The initiative will take into consideration the environmental, economic, energy and landscape
features of five locations: Favignana (Italy), Korčula (Croatia), Tilos (Greece), the Akamas Peninsula (Cyprus) and Gozo (Malta).
The EU-funded project, headed by Sapienza University of Rome, will run for 18 months and involve six other European partners: Centre for Renewable Energy Sources and Saving; University of Zagreb; Cyprus Energy
Agency; Piraeus University of Applied Sciences; Malta Intelligent Energy Management Agency; Municipality of Favignana.

The project aims to create a network and invites local administrations, agencies, private and public organizations to join free of charge. Working together should enable exchanges of know-how exchange and
allow for the implementation of innovative and sustainable strategies, increase the share of renewable
local energy sources and boost awareness among local communities. The project has funds to allow new
members to join “Regional Involvement Events” presenting project outcomes and useful tools.
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